
Houston Alumnae Kappa Alpha Theta Newsletter 	       Nov., Dec.,2018 Jan.,2019 Volume 19   Issue II 

1 1

  			 

“When the wind is 
against you, like a kite,
have your chord of faith 
rooted and you would fly 

highest ever.”  
Vikrmn, 

Guru with Guitar

President’s Message

Dear Theta Sisters,
I grew up with only three brothers and I’m remind-
ed time and again how precious Theta Sisterhood 
is.   Your care and happy participation are truly a 
joy! I just cannot completely express my thanks and 
gratitude to all who have hosted, organized, brain-
stormed, entertained and led!  Our national motto 
of “Leading Women” has certainly been ringing 
true for Houston! Our Fall has already been active 
and we are anticipating  all that is yet to come! Our 
October meeting and lunch was at Crime Stoppers. 
Jenna McGaw was a most amazing speaker. She really opened our eyes to the way 
social media and the internet could be friend or foe!! They’ve re-branded their name 
to include “Safe School Institute” to show that they are proactive in keeping our young 
people safe!  
 I do hope you enjoyed the daily myriad fantastic events at the Theta Charity Antiques 
Show!  Vicki Lovin and Jennifer O’Donnell led an amazing team in creating an aston-
ishing show!  It is our chapter’s fund raiser and for this effort our alumnae chapter has 
received the Golden Kite Award from National in multiple years.  I appreciate your 
part in the success in whatever capacity you chose.
In this Kite Tale you will read about many other upcoming events.  The Nite Kites 
group will celebrate Christmas at Patty Mahlstedts home on December 6 with all 
kinds of fun festivities!  All are welcome.   Please, sign up early for the Kappa Pilgrim-
age on December 8 as space is very limited. Let Theta put you at ease and comfort as 
you are being chauffeured around to visit these extraordinarily well decorated Christ-
mas homes…dropped at the front door and then shuttled on!
We celebrate our future with the Christmas Luncheon as we host our new members, 
our high school legacies and their mothers. This year we will gather at the gorgeous 
home of Dorothy Cuenod on December 19. I hope you’ve noted all our darling New 
Theta members and remember to thank Christina O’Shell  and her marvelous Re-
cruitment Board for their work.
Another upcoming event is Founders’ Day. I’ve moved it to the evening so all alumnae 
in the area can join together to celebrate our sisterhood and our founders. The details 
are included in this newsletter.  I truly hope it’s already on your calendar. 
Let me wish each of you and those you love a most wonderful Thanksgiving and holi-
day season. 

						      Loyally in Theta,			 
						      Deborah DeFord Dunkum
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Christmas Luncheon
honoring

Theta Actives
and their Mothers

Wednesday, December 19
11:30 - 1:30 p.m.
at the home of

Dorothy Cuenod

Theta

3650 Inwood
77019

Kappa Pilgrimage
Saturday, December 8

Meet at St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church Parking lot

at 9:45 a.m.
Tour and lunch

at home of 
Sheryl Beck
Return at 2:30

Contact 
Deborah Dunkum for information

Please send $60 check to Rhonda Barclay,
705 Chelsea, 77006

or pay online at
www.houstonthetas.org

Nite Kites 
Christmas Party

Dinner 
and 

Gift Exchange 
Thursday, December 6 

6:30 p.m.
at the home of 

Patty Mahlstedt 
2203 Arlington, 77008

$15 gift price limit

Cost $25. RSVP
 is greatly appreciated. 

Contact Martha Claire Mealy 
at Mcmealy@gmail.com.  

Christmas Luncheon

Young Thetas

White Elephant
Gift Exchange

        December 12        
For details contact 
Carrie Cornelius

   at Cornelius.carrie@gmail.com	
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Care and Concerns
To the Family of Ruth Suffield on her death. Ruth is survied by a Theta daughter, Julia 

daughter-in-law, Laura and granddaughter, Caroline.
To Douglas Schnitzer, Melissa’s husband on the loss of his mother, Joan’s, husband, Irvin Louis Levy.

To Karen Jensen on the loss of her son Parker Jensen.
To the family of Betsy Reichert on her death.

To Alison Ayers Bell on the loss of her father, George Bell.
To Mimi Sapp Brown on the loss of her mother Edie Sapp.
To the family of Beverly Timberlake Abbey on her death.

To Frances Koelsch on the loss of her brother Robert Koelsch.
To the family of Katherine Hart on her death.

To Anne Gorry on the loss of her husband Tony Gorry.
Betty Moore who is recovering from surgery.

PANSY BOUQUETS to :
	 Rhonda Barclay for her constant and complete oversight and management of our various funds. 
	 Nancy Forester for logging and tracking our growing membership.
	 Suzanne Hill for graciously coordinating hostesses for our fall events.
	 Cheri Fossler for so sweetly opening her home and serving such yummy bites for “High Tea & IT” .
	 Linda Bloss, Gayle Durie, Sharon Hibbert, Olivia Munson, Peggy Roe, Susu Ross, Connie Seger 	
	 and Betty Taylor who were our Hostesses for the High Tea.
	 Mary Kristen Valentine and Lindsay Chernosky who were a delight in bringing us up to speed 
	 on social media at the  “High Tea & IT” and teaching us this “new to some of us way”!!
	 Jeannie Osborne who created our directory even with all the challenges she overcame doing so!!
	 Christina O’Shell for opening her beautiful home on a dark and stormy night for a fabulous Fall 	
	 Feast and to Cooky Mays for steering such a great event to a perfect conclusion!
	 Jennifer Bowen, Ethel Dodge, Ruth Hawk and Olivia Munson for hostessing  the Fall Feast.
	 Laurie Dorfman who served a beautiful healthy lunch at Crime Stoppers in October.  
	 Cindy Burnett, Anna Beth Hill, Elyse Kalmans, Olivia Munson, Kate Scott and Laura Wheless 	
	 who were  our Crime Stopper Hostesses.
	 Emily Crosswell and Elizabeth Thompson who’ve been so thoughtful to our Theta sisters in need.
	 Ashley Ann Wright Plaeger for representing Theta so well at HAPA.
	 The 2018 Recruitment Board that so diligently cared for “our” girls as they headed out to make their     	
	 way at college and maneuver their way through recruitment. 
	 Andrea Elliot for leading our Mothers’ Club  and hosting the first wonderful event of the year 
	 You ~ for your participation !
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It is our honor and privilege to serve as co-chairmen for this year’s event. Now in 
its 66th year, the Theta Charity Antiques Show is one of the preeminent charity an-

tiques shows in the country with proceeds benefiting deserving local charities.

The 2018 Theta Charity Antiques Show focused on the timeless beauty of botan-
icals, bringing together nearly 70 exhibitors of fine art, furniture and décor 
from a wide variety of design styles and time periods.  Attendees experienced 

the Show in full bloom by taking expert-led walks through the exhibition space, 
attending talks by renowned designers (Ashley Woodson Bailey, James Farmer, 

Suzanne Kasler, Miles Redd and Carolyne Roehm) and shopping antiques and art 
exhibitors from across the country and Europe. Also new this year was the Arti-
san Village, a highly-curated collection for the home with items valued for their 

craftsmanship and beauty.

We are grateful for our exhibitors who came from across the US and Europe to 
share their exquisite treasures; some of whom have been with us for many years 
and some for the very first time. There are also many other wonderful people 

who contribute to our Show’s success, and we want to recognize a few of them 
here.

To our underwriters: thank you for supporting the Show with your Texas-sized 
generosity. It is because of friends such as you that this Show has given nearly 

$8 million over its 66-year history to important cultural, community, educational 
and medical causes in Houston.

To our Kappa Alpha Theta alumnae volunteers: the Theta Charity Antiques Show 
could not take place without your time and talents! Our Show is completely vol-

unteer-driven, with more than 50 Committee Chairs and 200 volunteers of the 
Houston Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta working together to make it a 

success.

Thank you for helping us bring the 2018 Show to full bloom!

With gratitude,
Vicki Lovin and Jennifer Donovan O’Donnell / 2018 Show Co-chairs
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National Day of Giving 

Theta women are at their best when their 
Theta sisters, families, and friends encour-

age their dreams and ambitions. Theta’s 
greatest strength comes not from any 
individual supporter, but from what we 

can accomplish when we work together. 
In celebration of what we have done—and 

will continue to do—together, Theta Foun-
dation is excited to launch the Theta For-

ever Fund on Nov. 27, 2018, on #GivingTues-
day. We can’t wait for you to see what’s 
in store and learn how you can make an 

impact.
Every unrestricted donation to the Theta 
Forever Fund supports the educational, 
leadership, and philanthropic programs 
that help all Thetas become their best 

selves. Your investment is an outward sign 
of your commitment, appreciation, and 

ongoing belief that Kappa Alpha Theta is 
truly forever.

Women supporting women. At its heart, that’s what sisterhood is. And it’s what Kappa Alpha Theta does so beautifully.
	 At Grand Convention 2018, we introduced a social media campaign—Women Supporting Women—with the 
hashtag #ThetasGotYourBack. The campaign was created to celebrate the many ways Theta seeks to inspire each of us and 
encourages all of us to be our best selves.
	 Although I doubt they would express it in the same way, I believe our founders would find the idea of #The-
tasGotYourBack to be very familiar. Bettie, Alice, Hannah, and Bettie studied with distinction and graduated with hon-
ors, but their early college years were difficult. At best, they were ignored and excluded by male students, professors, and 
administrators; at worst, they met with more active discrimination.
	 In response, these four young women created Kappa Alpha Theta: a welcoming, empowering, supportive com-
munity for themselves and the women who would follow them. And just as our founders did, we, too, support one anoth-
er! We listen and console; we uplift and cheer on; we celebrate accomplishments; we talk each other off ledges; we push in 
all the right ways … and in the truly dark hours, we offer aid.
	 In fact, aid to sisters living through those dark hours is the basis for our Friendship Fund. Since 1926, the fund 
has provided gifts to Thetas experiencing extreme financial hardship due to serious or terminal illness, job loss, natural 
disaster, and other devastating occurrences. The fund is also an affirmation of our ritual, which instills in us the belief that 
Kappa Alpha Theta is larger than ourselves and that what we give to one another comes full circle.
	 On January 27, 2019, the 149th anniversary of our founding, I hope you will join me in honoring our founders 
with a gift to the Friendship Fund. With the traditional gift of $1 per year of membership, you can give support to sisters 
who desperately need it.
	 Women supporting women is more than just a catchy phrase or a social media initiative. It is a tangible demon-
stration of the power of Theta sisterhood in our own lives and in the lives of others. By supporting the Friendship Fund, 
we are women supporting women; we are sharing care and comfort with our sisters in distress and doing everything we 
can to turn the bitter sweet.
					     Loyally,

					     Mandy Burgett Wushinske,
					     Mandy Burgett Wushinske, Zeta Sigma/Ohio Northern Fraternity President

FOUNDERS’ DAY & FRIENDSHIP FUND MESSAGE

Houston Scholarship Application 
Review Committee

It is such a joy to participate in encouraging our Theta 
Sisters in their education.

One way is to serve on the Houston Scholarship 
Application Review Committee.  

This is an online process completed on your own time 
between Friday March 23 and April 11.  It’s an 
especially good way to serve Theta if attending 

meetings is a challenge for your schedule!
This year it is being chaired by 

Monisa CLine (monisacline@gmail.com)
Please contact her if you want further information 
or want to participate in changing the lives of those 

deserving Thetas.

Thank you,
              Deborah Dunkum
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TIME TO 
START 

ANOTHER 
MAH JONGG 

GROUP!

Our Theta MJ group has been playing together for 
over 10 years now, and we absolutely LOVE the 
game, and the time we spend together.  Currently 
our group has 18 members but there is a core group 
of 15 who play regularly.  Some weeks, the group is 
small, but at other times, we have a full house.  We 
have simply grown too big to add any more players. 
But, there is no reason why there could not be 
TWO Theta Mah Jongg groups.
Mah Jongg is addictive and more importantly, fun.  
So, if you are interested in learning, joining, and 
possibly helping to organize a second group, we will 
be happy to help in any way we can.  Once the pre-
liminaries are done, you will no doubt enjoy the time 
spent with your Theta sisters as much as we do.   

Please contact Joanne Malinak at 
jokm1812@gmail.com or 713-725-1667

if you are interested.

New Theta Actives
   Columbia
    Emily Pedrick*   St. John’s School
    Spring 2018
    Lizzy Fallon   Episcopal
    Spring 2017

   University of Chicago
    Mary Ann Enerson    St. John’s School
    Fall 2017

    *Legacy

Calling for Volunteers!
I am building my leadership team for May 
2019-April 2020, and welcome members to 

join me!  If you are interested, please reach out 
via phone or text, 832-860-3861, or email 
sfcaram@comcast.net.  There are multiple 

types of positions to fill, and we can find one 
that best suits you.  

Thank you for considering.
Suzanne FitzGerrell Caram, 

President-Elect

Conversations from the Heart
Cooky Maddox Mays will be honored at the 

Houston Junior Forum on February 15.
 For information contact Patsy Holmes at 

pfholmes2001@hotmail.com.or 
281-395-0343 or 832-316-7898.

An Exciting trip to Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art, a 2 night stay at the 21c Museum Hotel and a tour of 

other unique sites in Bentonville. 
It’s filling up ~only 6 places still available

April 9-11, 2019
Contact Cheri Fossler at cfossler@gmail.com or Susan 
Martin at susan@twmartin.com for more information
or go to the calendar on www.houstonthetas.org and, 

click on “Theta Travelers - Crystal Bridges” then find link 
to “event website” for details
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 Seventy Five Year Thetas 
Winifred J. Catlin   

Charlotte C. Clayton
Barbara Beasley Riddell    

Fifty Year Thetas
                              

                             Gaynor Beesley 	
Cherryl Gaines Chrisco
Mimi Greenwood Ellis       

Ann Joiner Evans
 Kathryn Ann Baker Farris     

Frieda S. Hale
 Jody Smith Henderson      

Janis Frank Henry
 Kathy Daley Hunt     

Nancy Hague Meltzer
 Witney Inness Neuhaus    

 Karen Torbett Pike
 Susan Scott Ross       

Margaret Cecile Shilstone
Janie Jacobson Swank       

Cathy S. Valentin        
Melinda D.Van Paassche      

Roberta B. Veillette         
Amy Lynne Vernon       

Arlene Robinson Wagner        
Susan Gorman Wilson

  Founders’ Day
  honoring 

   Seventy-Five, Fifty, 
  and Twenty-Five 

 Year Thetas
   Wednesday, January 23

   6:30 p.m.
    Junior League of Houston

   1811 Briar Oaks Lane
Mail $ 35 check to Rhonda Barclay

    705 Chelsea, 77006
    or reserve online at 

    www.houstonthetas.org
  

Twenty Five Year Thetas 

Annie E. Arnoult Lauren M. Averett, Lauren Michelle Barrash, 
Cora M. Beach, Rebekah Revzin Bennett, Joanna Bono, 

Mary Ellen Wright Bos, Melinda Berey Bradshaw, 
Allison Peyton Brandt, Brooke Keitz Burns, Kristin D. Cameron, Laura Rieke Church, Marcy Rinehart 

Crapitto, Jessica Baker Croyle, Rebecca N. Fein, Nancy Hahn Fischer, Nicole E. Fowler, 
Anita Mendoza Garibovic, Robin Prichard Giles, Catherine Brooks Giuffre, Tricia G. Gray, 
Carol Rohde Guattare, Misti Becker Halastaras, Linsey Lewis, Dawn Sullivan Hawthorne, 

Bree Januhowski, Kristin Johnson Johnson, Mary Cathleen Zuppardo
Carrye Jorgensen Krouse, Hillary E. Lipsey, Sandra Thompson Luhrsen, Allison Pappas Martin, 

Catherine Bain Maxon, Alexandria Coates McCracken, Cindy Lohrding McWhorter, 
Christi Wooldridge Megow, Julie Miley, Erin Hamm Milton, Meredith Montague Montgomery,
Holly Moran, Melissa Oatman, Cecile Coneway Puckett, Lacy Howe Rieke, Erin E. Roquemore,

Katherine Martin Rush, Tamara Russell, Kate M. Lovett, Elizabeth Selig Stephens, 
Susan Hermansen Swanson, Roslyn Teltschik, Meghan R. Watkins,  Mary Ivers Wersebe
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Deborah & Olivia
at Crime Stoppers

Ziggy, Sandy, Janis 

10

Melinda
At Fall Feast 

Toni & Sherrie 

Deanne & Dinah
at Crime Stoppers

Young Thetas at Fall Feast 

Theta Fall Fun and Fellowship

Vicki, Deborah & Cooky at Fall Feast 

Jana, Jeannie & Jane
at Fall Feast 

Ruth & Barbara
at Fall Feast 

Elyse & Connie
at Crime Stoppers

Rhonda & Laurie
at Crime Stoppers

 Nicole Christoff &
Jenna McGaw
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Bible Study We meet every Monday at St. Luke’s Methodist Church Room, R23B1:30 - 3:00  p.m. 
The group is very casual, very friendly, most welcoming. Join Us! 
Contact: Suzy Heine suzyq819@gmail.com or 713-858-0802.

Bridge Theta  Bridge on Thursday, Nov. 22, Dec. 22 and Jan. 24. 
We Meet at The Forest Club, 11:00 - 3:00 P.M. for bridge and lunch. All bridge players are
welcome. Contact Jan Neuenschwander at janeuen@aol.com or 713-781-889

WildKats
Investment Club 

Meets 11:30 - 2:00 on the second Wednesday from September -June  Meeting and lunch. 
Wednesday, November 14th, Home of Eleanor Lipscomb, 1036 Town Place, 77057 
Wednesday, December 2, Christmas Party at the Forest Club
Wednesday, January 9, Home of Mary Helen Davenport,  2727 Kirby, # 14 L, 77098
Contact Mary Helen Davenport at 713-523-9065 or Marti Peterson at 713-254-4330 

Mah Jongg Meets every Monday from 1- 4:30 p.m. in our homes.  Our current roster of players is full, but we 
have a substitute list, which you are welcome to join.  If there is room, we will contact you with 
the location of the game.  A second Theta Mah Jongg group may be formed as well.  If you are 
interested in playing, either as a sub or in a second group, please contact Dinah McClymonds at  
832-594-0407, or dinahmcc49@gmail.com.

Special Interest Groups

Meetings and Events

Calendar 

December 6
6:30 Thursday

Nite Kites Christmas Party and Gift Exchange, at the home of Patty Mahlstedt 2203 Arlington in 
the Heights, 77008  $25 /person, www.houstonthetas.org or send check to Rhonda Barclay, 705 
Chelsea Blvd., 77006. RSVP would be appreciated greatly.

December 8
Saturday
9:45 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

Kappa Pilgrimage, meet at St. Martin’s Church parking lot at 9:45 a.m. Return by 2:30 p.m. $60 
includes, bus, ticket and lunch. Send $ 60 check to Rhonda Barclay, 705 Chelsea Blvd., 77006 or 
pay at www.houstonthetas.org.

December 19
Wednesday
11:30 -1:30

Christmas Luncheon honoring Theta Actives, Legacies and their Mothers, at the home of 
Dorothy Cuenod, 3650 Inwood Drive, 77019 

January 23
6:30 p.m.

Founders’ Day Dinner at the Junior League of Houston, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, 77027
Honoring 75, 50 and 25 Year Thetas! Please send your $35 check to Rhonda Barclay, 705 Chelsea 
Blvd., 77006 or sign up on www.houstonthetas.org.
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THETA OF THE YEAR

Each year, we have the privilege of selecting a Theta from our midst whose 
contributions to Kappa Alpha Theta and our community have been outstanding 
in recent years.  You may solicit letters of support from as many as five dues       

paying Thetas to promote your candidate!

I nominate_______________________________________as 2018 Theta of the Year.

My candidate was initiated in ________(year) at ______________________________

Theta activities in which she has been outstanding:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Community activities in which she has been outstanding:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Your name ___________________________Theta Chapter ________________________
Email _____________________________________ Phone________________________

Please complete form and return  to Vicki Lange email at vvlange@comcast.net
or mail to 7615 River Point Dr., 77063.  Forms must be received by December 15, 
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THETA TWIN STARS

Nominees for the honor of Twin Star are recognized for their long-time, often 
unheralded service to Kappa Alpha Theta.  You may nominate one or two Thetas 
to receive this award.  You may solicit letters of support from as many as five 

dues paying Thetas to promote your candidate!

Candidate 1:  I nominate______________________________________as a Twin Star.

My candidate was initiated in ________(year) at _______________________________

Theta activities in which she has been outstanding:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Candidate 2:  I nominate___________________________________ a Twin Star.

My candidate was initiated in ____________(year) at ________________________
Theta activities in which she has been outstanding:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Your name ____________________________Theta Chapter ______________________

Email __________________________________ Phone________________________

Please complete this form and return it to 
Vicki Lange email at vvlange@comcast.net or mail to 7615 River Point Dr., 

77063.  Forms must be received by December 15.
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THETA ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

Nominees for the honor of Rookie of the year are newcomers to the Houston 
Alumnae Chapter but whose work has made an immediate impact on the chapter or 

has influenced the success of the Theta Charity Antiques Show.

I nominate _________________________________as 2018 Rookie of the Year. 

My candidate was initiated in _____________________(year) _____________
Theta activities in which she has been outstanding:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Your name ______________________Theta Chapter __________________

Email __________________________ Phone________________________

Please complete this form and return it to Vicki Lange via email 
vvlange@comcast.net or mail to 7615 River Point Dr., 77063.  

Forms must be received by December 15.


